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Hudson Institute (2025.10.22)

Hudson Institute &
@HudsonInstitute
On October 10, the Chinese Communist Party arrested Zion Church

leader Pastor Ezra Jin in one of its largest crackdowns on a church in
decades.

American leadership is needed to free the unjustly detained church

leaders and support those suffering under the CCP's persecution.
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On October 10, the Chinese Communist Party arrested Zion Church leader

Pastor Ezra Jin in one of its largest crackdowns on a church in decades.

American leadership is needed to free the unjustly detained church leaders
and support those suffering under the CCP’s persecution.
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China’s crackdown on unregistered churches angers
US (10.18)

Detention of Zion Church founder and followers underscores Beijings

Intolerance of religious freedom

Th.e"“Zion C’rcb as also targeted in 2018, when it was fo?c:ed to close its Beijing buﬂdm after’
refusing to install surveillance cameras © AP

William Langley in Guangzhou

PublishedOct 18 2025

A Chinese crackdown on a prominent Christian church has created
a new flashpoint in relations between Washington and Beijing and
underscored the country’s intolerance of religious freedom,

China last week detained more than 20 members of the Zion Church, one
of the country’s largest unregistered Christian networks, including its
founder and chief pastor Ezra Jin, also known as Jin Mingri, according to
a Zion pastor and Jin's daughter Grace Jin Drexel, A small number have
since been released,

The detentions triggered a rapid response from the US secretary of state
Marco Rubio, who called for their release and said the crackdown “further
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demonstrates how the CCP [ Chinese Communist party]| exercises hostility
towards Christians who reject Party interference in their faith”,

Beijing’s latest action represents an escalation of a years—long push to
root out large religious networks, many of which went online during the
pandemic, and to limit unregistered worship to smaller private
ceremonies,

Last month, Chinese President Xi Jinping said religions should “further
adapt to the Chinese context” while also calling for “improved policies and
frameworks” and “stricter law enforcement”. Authorities also released
guidelines that warned against online preaching for all but officially
sanctioned churches and temples.

A pastor of Zion Church is detained by police at his home
in Beijing © Sean Long/AP

“It’s the end of an era of . . . huge growth in

Protestantism,” said Ian Johnson, author of

§ The Souls of China: The Return of Religion
After Mao.

While religion was severely restricted in
China under Mao Zedong, practice has grown
since his death in 1976. The state has sought
to tightly control worship and only
recognises Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism,

Protestantism and Islam. Religious groups
must belong to state—approved associations,

The number of Christians in the country is hard to fully estimate, partly
because many believers are members of unregistered house churches that
are not endorsed by the state., Others often hold a plurality of beliefs,
practising elements of Christian faith alongside a mix of other religions,

About 1 per cent of Chinese adults identified with “Christianity” in 2021,
according to a survey by the Pew Research Center,
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By the late 2010s, unregistered Christian worship had increased, with
groups such as Zion and the Early Rain Covenant Church hosting regular
services in Beijing and the southwestern city of Chengdu, respectively.

In 2018, China detained 100 members of the Early Rain church, including
its leader Wang Yi, an open critic of Xi Jinping, Authorities also shut
down the Zion Church’s Beijing site after it refused to install surveillance
cameras,

It was in the run—up to that crackdown that Ezra Jin returned from the
US to China where he was briefly detained and banned from leaving the
country, according to his daughter,

While the crackdown forced Zion further underground, it also pushed it
towards a more decentralised, online model, Jin Drexel said. That model
gathered momentum during the Covid—19 pandemic, eventually extending
the church’s reach to more than 40 cities and more than 10,000 followers,

The church now distributes religious teachings online in videos that
regularly garner thousands of views, “I think the current administration
is saying . .. we won't prevent people from worshipping in their home
with some friends, but we're not going to allow civil society type
structures to take root in China,” said Johnson,

Francesco Sisci, a Rome—based expert on Christianity in China, argued
that the timing of the detentions was a message to the US, Grace Jin
Drexel is a US Senate worker, while her husband, Bill Drexel works for
the Washington—based Hudson Institute,

“China is putting a lot of pressure on the United States,” Sisci said,
pointing to the fact that the timing coincided with Beijing’s announcement
of “all—out” measures to control the supply of rare earth metals. “To me
this thing against the Church of Zion is part of the same thing . . . There
are a lots and lots of Protestant churches. .. in China, They just picked
this one,”

Bill Drexel said Beijing may see the detained church members as
“leverage” with the US,
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China’s Ministry of Public Security did not immediately respond to a
request for comment, The foreign ministry said that China “safeguards
citizens’ freedom of religious belief” and “firmly opposes the US
interfering in China’s internal affairs with so—called religious issues”,

https.//www. ft. com/content/26a6a6e9—329d—4bce—9e25—
1c37138e09337utm source=chatgpt, com
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China: Nationwide Crackdown on Major Underground
Church (10,13)

Arrests of Zion Church Clergy Underscore Intensifying Controls Over
Religion

Click to expand Image

Jin Minri leads a class on the basics of Christian beliefs at the Zion
Church in Beijing, China, August 4, 2018. © 2018 Ng Han Guan/AP Photo

(New York) — Chinese authorities on October 10—11, 2025, arrested nearly
30 pastors, preachers, and church members of the unofficial Zion
Protestant Church in seven cities, including Beijing, Shanghai, and
Zhejiang, Human Rights Watch said today. Among those arrested was the
pastor and founder of the Zion church (8%#(%), Ezra Jin Mingri, 56, in
Beihai city, Guangxi province,

The Chinese government should immediately free the dozens of people
detained across China because of their affiliation with Zion and other
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unofficial Protestant churches. Until their release, the authorities should
provide information about the detainees to their families and ensure that
they have access to lawyers of their own choosing,

“The Chinese government’s arbitrary detention of dozens of people
affiliated with Zion church reflects an escalating crackdown on religious
freedom,” said Yalkun Uluyol, China researcher at Human Rights Watch.,

“President Xi Jinping’s government appears intent on reshaping religious
practice to serve the Chinese Communist Party’s interests, and
congregations that fail to do so face harsh persecution.”

Jin and seven other pastors are being held in Beihai City No. 2 Detention
Center, according to a statement by their family members., At least five of
those detained were reportedly released; the whereabouts of the rest have
not been revealed,

Zion Church, founded in 2007, has previously faced official harassment,
In 2018, authorities shut down the church in Beijing and placed a travel
ban on Jin and prevented him from visiting his family in the United
States. Despite severe restrictions, the church continued to grow and is
now one of the largest unofficial Protestant congregations in China, with
thousands attending its services across the country.
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Official seal notices are affixed to a back door at the Zion Church after
authorities shut it down, in Beijing, September 11, 2018, © 2018 Andy
Wong/ AP

The latest crackdown came after the authorities issued an Online Code of

Conduct for Religious Professionals in September, banning the circulation

of unauthorized religious content online, effectively denying public access
to religious teachers and teachings outside of Communist Party control,
Jin was arrested for “illegal use of information networks,” a crime under

China’s criminal law (article 287—1) which carries up to three years in
prison,

The Chinese government has a long history of severely restricting the
right to freedom of religion, The 2005 Regulations on Religious

Affairs require all religious groups to be registered and controlled by the
authorities. Protestant churches face repeated pressure to become
affiliated with the Three—Self Patriotic Movement, the official umbrella
organization for Protestants,

But the control has escalated since 2016, when Xi pledged to “Sinicize”
religion, and tightened ideological control, The authorities have

demolished hundreds of church buildings or the crosses atop them,

prevented adherents from gathering in unofficial churches, restricted
access to the Bible, confiscated religious materials not authorized by the

government, and banned Bible and religious apps. The Sinicization of

religion has also meant severe repression of Tibetan Buddhism and Islam,

Other influential underground Protestant churches harshly persecuted in
recent years included Beijing Shouwang Church, which was shut down in
2019, and Chengdu Early Rain Covenant Church, Its founding pastor,
Wang Yi, was sentenced to nine years in prison in 2019,

Earlier in 2025, courts sentenced over a dozen people affiliated with the
Linfen Golden Lampstand Church, an underground Protestant church in
Shanxi province, for fraud. The church’s cofounder and pastor, Wang

Xiaoguang, and his wife, Yang Rongli, were sentenced to 9 and 15 years

in prison, respectively.

The Zion Church issued a statement on October 12 calling for “the
immediate cessation of all arrests, intimidation, and harassment against
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Zion Church and other house churches in China” and for “the
unconditional release of all detained.”

Concerned governments should publicly condemn the Chinese
government’s assault on religious freedom and pressure the Chinese
government to free those affiliated with Zion Church and all other
members of underground churches wrongfully detained for exercising
their basic rights, Human Rights Watch said.,

“The Chinese government’s crackdown on religious practice is tied to its
efforts to tighten ideological control, both at home and abroad,” Uluyol
said, “Governments should ensure the Chinese government is held
accountable for such violations and press for religious freedom in China,”
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China Detains Influential House Church Pastor (10.11)

Angela Lu Fulton

Authorities arrested Zion Church's Pastor Jin “Ezra” Mingri along with
dozens of church leaders,

Pastor Jin Mingri in 2018,
Fred Dufour / AFP

Since Thursday, police have detained nearly 30 pastors and staff
members of Zion Church, an influential Chinese house church network, in
what many fear is the beginning of a new wave of persecution against
Christians in China,

The arrests took place in at least six cities across China, More than 10
officers broke into senior pastor Jin “Ezra” Mingri’'s apartment in Beihai,
Guangxi province, on Friday and searched his home all night before
taking him away in handcuffs, according to the nonprofit ChinaAid,
Authorities detained one pastor at the Shenzhen airport., Church members
have lost contact with more than a dozen congregants in Beihai and are
uncertain whether they've also been arrested.

Jin’s daughter, Grace, who lives in Maryland near Washington, DC, first
heard about the roundup on Friday morning as she woke up to see her
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father’s prayer—request letter about Zion pastor Wang Lin’s arrest. Then
she received a call from her mom, who also lives in the US, saying she
had lost contact with her dad. They later found out he was under arrest
in Beihai,

Grace always knew this could happen, In 2018, the government shut
down Zion Church’s sanctuary in Beijing. Yet since the pandemic, the
church has grown rapidly through its hybrid model of livestreaming

services to small groups across the country, Today the church network
includes nearly 10,000 people spread across 40 cities, Likely because of
this growth, the Chinese government has increasingly targeted the
church, breaking up services and detaining pastors and church
members—although typically releasing them after several days,

“I didn’t want to believe this was happening,” she said. She tried to
downplay her father’s unavailability, thinking perhaps officials had just
invited him to “drink tea” (a euphemism in China for police
interrogations). “I did not want to look at what it entailed.”

Jin, an ethnic Korean from northeast China, became a Christian after the
Tiananmen Square massacre left him disillusioned about the country’s
Communist government. At a local church, he found hope he couldn’t find
anywhere else, In 2007, he started Zion Church with fewer than 20
people. A decade later, it was one of the largest unregistered house
churches in China, with about 1,500 members and more than 20 pastors.
When I visited the church in Beijing in 2018 before the crackdown, the
church was meeting on the third floor of an office building with a
spacious modern sanctuary and its own coffee shop and Christian
bookstore,

The government began threatening to close the church in August 2018
after Jin refused to install security cameras in the sanctuary, Authorities
pressured about 100 church members to stop attending, In September,
the government officially banned the church, sealing off the church
property. Police detained Jin and other leaders for a few hours before
releasing them,

This week’s roundup was different, said Sean Long, a Zion pastor
pursuing a doctorate in theology at Wheaton College. In a coordinated
attack, police in cities around the country carried warrants to detain the
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leaders and staff. They face charges of “illegal dissemination of religious
information via the internet,” Long said.

Yet Long noted that Jin had long anticipated a crackdown, In 2018, even
before the church was shut down, Jin sensed persecution coming and
sent Long and his family abroad so an arrest of pastors would not leave
the church leaderless. Jin's wife, daughter, and two sons also moved to
the US so the government could not use them as leverage,

This year Jin again sensed a storm coming. In one Zoom call with Jin,
Long asked what would happen if all Zion's leaders were arrested. Jin
replied, “Hallelujah, because a new wave of revival is coming.”

The arrests still shocked Long: “It’s a brutal violation of - the Chinese
Constitution that grants every Chinese citizen freedom of religious
belief,”

A prayer letter Zion Church released Saturday listed other house churches
recently facing persecution: In May, Xi'an police detained pastor Gao
Quanfu of Zion’s Light Church for allegedly “using superstitious
activities to undermine the implementation of justice.” In June,
authorities imprisoned 10 members of Golden Lampstand Church in Linfen
on fraud charges. They sentenced pastor Yang Rongli to 15 years in
prison,

With the leaders inside China detained, Long and several other pastors
who reside overseas—including in South Korea and Canada—will continue
to shepherd Zion Church,

On Sunday, three days after the crackdown began, Zion's 100 church
plants—gatherings that number between 5 and 50 people—will meet for
worship as they do every week, Long said. Some groups meet inside
living rooms, while other rent out private restaurant rooms. They’ll watch
over Zoom as a Zion pastor who resides in South Korea preaches a
sermon on the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60), the first Christian
martyr, followed by a short encouragement and benediction by Long.
After that, they'll hold in—person discussions or Bible studies. Some will
share a meal together.
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“No suffering, no glory—that’s the most important spiritual DNA of the
Chinese house church movement through history,” Long said. “We are
willing to pay the price to bear the cost of discipleship.”

https.//www, christianitytoday, com/2025/10/ezra—jin—zion—house—
church—china—detain/?utm source=chatgpt. com
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Detention of Zion House Church Leaders in
China

PRESS STATEMENT

MARCO RUBIO, SECRETARY OF STATE

OCTOBER 12, 2025

The United States condemns the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)’s recent
detention of dozens of leaders of the unregistered house Zion Church in
China, including prominent pastor Mingri “Ezra” Jin,

This crackdown further demonstrates how the CCP exercises hostility
towards Christians who reject Party interference in their faith and choose
to worship at unregistered house churches.

We call on the CCP to immediately release the detained church leaders
and to allow all people of faith, including members of house churches, to
engage in religious activities without fear of retribution,

https.//www, state. gov/releases/office—of —the—
spokesperson/2025/10/detention—of—zion—house—church—leaders—in—

china?utm source=chatgpt, com
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4, Summarize

Now let's talk about the latest crackdown in China, Chinese authorities are
going after Christians, 30 pastors have been arrested. They belong to the
Zion church,

This is an unregistered Christian group in China, Their leader was taken
from his home last week, No lawyer has been allowed to see him, The Zion
church is not approved by the Chinese government officially. In fact, China
is an atheist nation. They say there's freedom to practice your religion, but
of course conditions apply. It has to be approved by the Chinese state,
There are five state recognized faiths in China,

Catholicism is one of them, but it is controlled by a government body. In
the rest of the world, bishops are elected by the Vatican, But in China,
they are picked by the Communist Party. This is part of a wider policy
called cynicization, It means religion must follow Communist Party values,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJqnhwWbrSM

And this crackdown is just the latest example of how far China is ready to
go to impose these rules on its people.

30 pastors have been detained in China,

Their crime, preaching without the Communist Party's permission, Last
week, Chinese authorities raided homes across six provinces, their target,
the Zion Church Network, one of the largest unregistered Christian groups
in the country, Pastors were arrested in Beijing, Guangshi, and four other
provinces, among them, the church's founder, Pastor Ezra Jin Mingri. He
was taken from his home in Bahigh,

The charge, illegal use of information networks, A vague accusition that
carries a maximum sentence of seven years,

Zion church is what China calls a house church. It's not registered with
the government. It operates independently and that's the problem. Under
Tinping,

loyalty to the Communist Party comes first, even in matters of faith,
China's constitution technically guarantees freedom of religion, but critics
say the government is rewriting that promise,

> They call it synicization, reshaping religion to fit communist party
ideology.

In practice, this means all clergy must pledge allegiance to the party. Their
sermons must not challenge its authority,

and they can only preach online through state approved channels, For
churches like Zion that refused to register, the consequences are clear. In
2018, the government shut down their main sanctuary. Since then, Zion
has operated underground across nearly 50 cities. They've relied on online
worship and prayer groups, especially during the pandemic,

That growth may have triggered this latest wave of arrests., Zion Church
now faces its biggest crisis yet. 20 pastors and church leaders are still in
detention. No access to lawyers, no clear trial date. Pastor Jyn's family is
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deeply concerned, His daughter says he suffered from diabetes and needs
medical care,

His wife has called the arrest a brutal violation of religious freedom, This
isn't an isolated case. Other churches have faced similar action this year,
Rights groups say this is the most widespread crackdown in over four
decades, The arrests have drawn sharp international -criticism, US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio condemned the move, He said it shows the
CCP's deep hostility toward Christians who reject party control. The
Senate's Foreign Relations Committee echoed his view, saying people in
China should be free to practice religion without fear of government
interference,

This crackdown comes amid already strained relations between China and
the US, a worsening trade war, export restrictions, talk of 100% tariffs,
and now a dispute over faith, China's religious landscape is changing, but
not through freedom, through force, And for the 5,000 worshippers of Zion
Church,

the message is clear, Worship must come second, Obedience comes first.

Want the facts,

https://www.youtube,com/watch?v=sJqnhwWbrSM
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Zion Church’s Urgent Prayer Letter
Dear brothers and sisters. peace be with you!

In 2025, a new wave of religious persecution 1s emerging across China. In May of this year. the widely respected
Pastor Gao Quanfu was detained in Xi'an on criminal charges of “using superstitious activities to undermine the
implementation of jus!icc In June, multiple co-workers of the Golden Lampstand Church in Linfen were
imprisoned for “fraud.” including Pastor Yang Rongh who received a 15-year heavy sentence. Many more
churches across the country are suffering ongoing persecution this year. particularly Zion Church.

Zion Church is an unregistered Chinese house church adhering to orthodox Christian beliefs. Founded in 2007
by Pastor Jin Mingri (Ezra) in Beijing. Zion grew rapidly within a decade to become one of China’s largest
emerging urban churches, with about 1.500 members. In 2018, Zion experienced severe persecution, with
hundreds of members pressured by religious officials and local police to prevent them from participating in the
church. On September 9, 2018, Zion was brutally shut down by the government. and all church property was
confiscated. Since 2018. Pastor Jin has been under national surveillance and restricted from traveling abroad. As
a result. he has been forcibly separated from his family in the United States for seven years.

Over the past seven years, despite the dual challenges of persecution and the pandemic, Zion has established
over 100 small-scale church plants in 40 cities across China. using a hybrid (online large gathering plus offline
smaller groups) model, During these recent years. Zion Church has been subject to government repression, with
many pastoral staff and believers harassed. threatened, interrogated. and even briefly detained by police. In 2025,
the persecution of the Zion Church network across China has significantly intensified. Multiple sites in dozens of
cities have been frequently disrupted. and over 150 brothers and sisters have been taken to police stations.
Eleven pastors have been placed under administrative detention (usually lasting for 14 days).
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